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tion. On March 7th Herr Hitler denounced the Locarno
Pact, and began the military re-occupation of the Shine-
land zone. No two events could have been more closely
connected.

Presumably a sense of proportion is necessary in
diplomacy. Italy had attacked an unoffending country,
a member of the League* In the process she had broken
every canon of international law, every rule of decent
conduct. Germany had re-occupied an area which she
already administered and owned, and she did so * without
the taking of a single life or the dropping of a single
explosive, or incendiary bomb or poison-gas container.*1
But from the Foreign Office standpoint the first was a
matter of minor importance, the second was an event
which altered the whole European situation, and which
Blade it necessary to restore some semblance of the
old and broken *Stresa front.* The contrast between our
attitude towards Italian and German aggression showed
how completely we had abandoned the moral for a
material basis in cur Foreign policy.

The word therefore went out to the press to smother
down Ethiopian news, and Italy was given a broad hint
to finish off her war as quickly as possible. The march
into the Rhineland was the signal for Badoglio to chance
some Italian casualties and push on to Addis Ababa.
The new type of campaign started immediately after
March 7th. The position in England, and to a lesser
degree in France, had changed considerably since
December, when the Hoare-Laval plan was published.
The intention of the two Governments was still definite
and realist, a matter of power politics, and each being
more or less democratic had to take some notice of
public opinion, but in England this factor was now far
1 Survey of International Affairs, 1935, ii 340.